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Detailed Action 



1. 



Rejection Under Sect. 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 14-18 are 
directed toward both a method and system. Thus, the claims do not fit any of the 
statutory categories of this section. Correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Formal Matters 



2. 



In claim 20, it should read, "... the system of claim 19.. 



Art Rejections 



3. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 10 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Simpson. 

With respect to claim 1, Simpson teaches a computer program product (printer 
software object 21 ) for managing a print request for a plurality of e-documents, the 
product comprising a computer usable medium (windows application 22) having a 
computer readable instructions: associating the print requests with a job set (see coL 5, 
line 59- col. 6, line 3; and providing user accessible controls for managing he job set, 
see col. 6, lines 36-44. 

With respect to claims 2 and 15, Simpson teaches instructions for generating an 
interface screen (window according to col. 6, line 43) with controls for allowing the user 
to associate the print requests with a new or existing job, see col. 6, lines 36-44. 

With respect to claim 3, Simpson teaches printer software object 21 having inherent 
instructions. 
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6, lines 39-44 where status of unedited 



With respect to claims 5 and 17, Simpson teaches user accessible controls for 
generating an interface screen as claimed. This limitation is inherent with respect to 
col. 6, lines 41-44 that each job may be edited by the display window to affect editing or 
modification according to user requests. 

With respect to claims 10 and 18, Simpson teaches user accessible controls (col. 6, 
lines 42-44 comprising instructions for generating an interface (GUI taught at col. 6, 
lines 35-43) for generating a screen allowing individual management of each of the 
print jobs, see col. 6, lines 42-45. 

With respect to claim 14, Simpson teaches a computer system (printer software 
using windows application 22) comprising: managing a print request for a plurality of e- 
documents, the product comprising a computer usable medium (windows application 
22) having a computer readable instructions: associating the print requests with a job 
set (see col. 5, line 59- col. 6, line 3; and providing user accessible controls for 
managing he job set, see col. 6,lines 36-44. 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,713 



Art Unit: 2626 



Page 5 



4. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rosekrans. 

With respect to claim 19, Rosekrans teaches a system (see figures 1 or 2) for 
managing plural print requests associated with a job set, comprising: one or more client 
computers (15-n, shown by figure 1); one or more image forming devices (12-n); a 
queue 43 operative to hold the print requests 42-n; a queue manager 54 operative to 
administer the print requests within the queue; and user accessible controls 16 and 17 
for directing the queue manager to simultaneously administer the print requests in the 
job set. See col. 3, line 37-4. 

With respect to claim 20, the user interface 16 and 17 generates the user accessible 
controls. 
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5. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Simpson. 

Simpson teaches all of the subject matter upon which the claim depends except for 
an explicit teaching of simultaneous deleting of print requests. 

Simpson teaches a job editing function which are described at col. 4, lines 31-38, 
col. 5, lines 59-67 and col. 8, lines 10-15. Deleting of print jobs is clearly a job function 
or would have been understood by one of ordinary skill in the art as a job junction. 

It would have been obvious, in view of the editing of job functions, as taught by 
Simpson, that a deleting of jobs simultaneously or in seriatim would have been a 
recognized function within the meaning of editing functions as described by Simpson. 
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6. 

Claims 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Simpson over Rosekrans. 

Simpson teaches all of the subject matter upon which this claim depends 
except for an interface screen for controlling the priority of the print requests. 

Rosekrans teaches a user interface 16 with screen 17 for changing several 
priority of job sets by changing their print queues 42-n stored in memory 43. 

Since Simpson and Rosekrans are directed toward systems for outputting a 
printer product, the purpose of changing a printing queue would have been recognized 
by Simpson as set forth by Rosekrans. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
apparatus of figure 2 so that it includes a processing network of Rosekrans, including 
the computer interface, for changing the queue of priority for a plurality of print jobs. 

With respect to claim 9, Rosekrans teaches a control (keypad 16) for 
allowing the user to simultaneously redirect a print request. The motivation for the 
combination of references is the same as that to claim 8. 
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7. 

Claims Objected 

Claims 6 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:0 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams, can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,713 
Art Unit: 2626 



Page 9 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



J. Grant II 




